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Summarizing briefly, then, six of the seven permanent radar
stations in the interior became operational in early 1952. For the
rest of the year the radar net was comprised of these stations plus
temporary stations on the coast. With the coming into operation of
four of the five coastal stations in early 1953 the phase-over from
the temporary to the permanent radar systems was completed. Finslly,
the system was finished (in the sense that all of the 12 stations were

operating) by early 195k,
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Thus, with the exception of this one instance, the radar and
fighter forces remained assigned directly to the division headquarters
from April 1953 through 1956. The antiaircraft forces remained as-
signed to the Army component command with the divisions exercising
operational control of them.

CONTROL AND COMBAT CENTER DEVELOPMENTS

When the interim radar system began operating in 1949 the stations
at Elmendorf and Ladd assumed the duty of identifying the tracks de-
tected and reported by the other stations in the two air defense sec-
tors. In other words, they served as direction centers (DC). Gradual-
ly their operations were expanded until the commanders of the two de-
fense areas were also using them as thelr command posts, or for what
came to be called the air defense control centers (CC). Then, in the
spring of 1950, the Elmendorf facility was given the additional Job of
serving as the Theater combat operations center (COC).#l With each
change the stations revised their plotting boards and other displays
to accomodate the extra information required.

When the 10th Air Division was first activated in late 1950 it
separated the Elmendorf facility into a DC and a CC-COC, locating the
latter in mskeshift qﬁgrters in the wooded area about five miles north-
.east of the airstrip. About the same time, the Ladd station was also *-
separated; the DC was moved to Clear, southwest of Fairbanks, and a CC
wag set up in temporary quarters on Ladd. Presumably, this remained
the situation until late 1952.

Upon its reactivation in November of that year, the 10th moved its
CC into its headquarters building, completing the project in February
1953. As described by the 1Oth's historien, the CC was built by exca-
vating one end of a large room into which a horizontal board was in-
stalled. This provided "a fully lighted room and definitely /mede/ for
a more efficient operation." Also, a "combat post" was included in the
facility from which the AAC commander could control air activity in
alert or combat situations in the whole of the theater. Thus, the new
center provided data on the forces and activities in both air defense
areas, serving both as the division CC and the AAC COC."*3

In mid-1953, the two facilities were separated when an AAC COC was
set up in a small room on the second floor of the AAC Headquarters
Building. The AAC historian said that the working tools of the new
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6lth, 65th, and 66th Squadrons at Elmendorf were equipped with F-80's.
The first improvement in this obsolete air force came in August 1950 at La
when the L4LOth received its first F-94.* By the end of the year it its ¢
was fully equipped with 25 of the new aircraft (the A and B models).h7
While still not true all-weather jets, the new planes vwere a vast im-
provement over the prop-driven, worn out Mustangs.** The three squad-
rons at Elmendorf had followed_suit by June 1951, trading in their
F-80 day jets for the F-9i's,

\\

These four squadrons of
F-94's remained the air strength
of the Alaskan air defenses until Sqc
the fall of 1953, when the 65th
Squadron converted to F-89C's.%9
By June 1954, the 64th and 66th —
had gone their brother squadron 449
one better and were flying the
more sgtisfactory all-weather F-89D
jets.”Y The LL9th got its F-89D's
in November of that year and the 64
65th traded in its "C's" for the
. improved model the next month.21

< F-89D Rocketry Training 65

Meanwhile, the fighter

atrength in Area II was strengthened by two squadrons in the summer of

k954, On 1L July the 4334 FIS, equipped with F-89C's, flew into Ladd

Tfrom Truax AFB, Wisconsin. Formed from the 176th Squadron of the Air

National Guard which had been called to active duty in early 1951, it 66
had been reorganized as the 433d when the 176th reverted to State con-
trol in late 1952.52 The 433d converted to F-89D's, beginning in Sep-

tember 1955.53 43

18
¥ The L4Oth was originally scheduled to convert to F-94's in

April and May 1950 but the manufacturer could not meet the schedule.

*¥%* TFollowing the conversion to F-QU's, the LUGth Kept a number 2rrt;
of the F-82's for reconnaissance and surveillance duties and for possi- miss‘
ble offensive missions. The last F-82 was finally "carried out" in let;
October 1953. ps D e

¥¥%  In January 1950 USSF offered to equip the' three squadrons of rons

the 57th Group with F-864's. #AC asked to Leeﬁ the F-80's, because Janu:
the F-864's were not ecuipped with Mark X IFF. ‘%,
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THE DEW LINE: EXTENDING EARLY WARNING

AAC's interest in the DEW (Distant Early Warnming) Line began in
the spring of 1953 when it was called upon to furnish logistic support
to a segment of the line which the Air Research and Development Com-
mand had started to build along the Arctic coast.® This was Project
572, which called for the construction of one master station at Point
Barrow and two auxiliary and four intermediate stations spaced between
Point Barrow and Barter Island.™ It wes an experimental project, de-
signed to test the feasibility of.the fluttar radars and other equip-
ment. If the experiment worked, the Line would then be extended west
to the Bering Sea and east to the North Atlantic.

By mid-1954, this Arctic experimental line was operating and (ac-
cording to procedures developed between AAC and the Western Electric
Company, which was given the contract to build the Line) was feeding
early warning information into the Alaskan radar stations.

The workability of the system having been proved, USAF moved
ahead with the plan to extend it. In accordance with AAC's recommen-
dation that the Lisburne ACW station form the western terminus of the
Line, USAF asked the Western Electric Company in September 1954 to
build the Point Barrow-Lisburne segment. By mid-1955, a formal con-
tract had been drawn up for Western Electric to design, construct, and

# For further background information on the Dew Line project,
see 1) CONAD/ADC Historical Study No. 11, A Decade of Continental Air
Defense, 1946-1956, and 2) CONAD/ADC Historical Study No. 10, Seaward
Extension of Radar, 1946-1956.

*¥¥ The project was originally called COUNTERCHANGE. It was re-
nemed CORRODE in mid-1953 and changed to Project 572 in early 1954.70

% The DEW system comprised a combination of attended and unat-
tended radar installations. There were 1) fluttar stations (unattend-
ed) with radar only; 2) auxiliary stations (attended) with both radar
and communications to main stations, and 3) main stations (attended)
with radar and communications links to the auxiliaries and the rear
bases. The principal radar at main and auxiliary stations was the
AN/FPS-19, with a "dual" antenna system. The CW radars (fluttars)
interconnecting main and au.xiliari stations operated in the 500 mc
range at 1000-watt power output.’
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